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Office of the Press Secretary
(Boca Raton, Florida)
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for Immediate Relmase September 23, Isbl

STATEMFNT BY THE PRESIDENT

T have today signed K.R. 4773, the Traasury, Postal
Service, and General Gov:rnment Appropriations Act for
Yiscal Year 1989. This Act funds the Treasury Department,
the United States Postal Service, the Bxecutive Office of
the President, the Gene:s 1 Servicas Administration, and other
agencies for the coming (iscal year.

The Treasury-Postal bill is the fourth Fiscsl Year 1988
appropriations bill to be enacted into law. It provides funds
at levels similar to thuse ! proposed in my Fiecal vear 1389
budget. The Congress coupleted action on this bill on tine
and within budget and gensraliy preserved our priorities. I
urge the Congress to do the same with the resaining appropria~
tions bills before the new fiscal Y&ar beqgins on October ).

The Act also providos a well-deserved 4.) percent pay
raise for most Federal civilian and -ﬂ]i:ary personnel. Ts
snsure that the Federal pay increase is congistent with

. reduction of the Federal deficit, I urge ths Congress to
continue to provide in the appropristions bills that
departmental and agency budgets must abscrb the cost of
the pay raise. !

I wmust, however, note my ob}cctldn- tc section 619 of
H.R. 477%, which purports to forbid tha implemeatation ar
entorcement of certain ayreeaments between the United States!
Government and its employees. This provision raises profound
constitutional concerns. Indeed, a provision in last year’s
omnibus continuing resoclution (Public Law 100-202) identical
to section €13 was recently declared unconstitutional by the
United States District Court for the District of Columjia.
The Court concluded that restricticns on the irplementation or
enforcement of nondisclosure agreements required of Government
employees with access to classified information i{mpermissibly
interfered with =y abili*y to prevent unauthorized disclosures

of cur most senmitive di-lomatic, military, and intelligence
activities.

As President nf the United States, I have tha
constitutional responsibility to ensure the secrecy of
information whose disclosure would threaten our national
security. Our Nation’s security depends upon cur success in
diplomatic, military, ar- intelligence activities, and that
success depends upon our ability to protect the Nation’s
gecrata. The Supreme Court has recognized oy authority in
this area. In accordenc: with my sworn obligation to
presarve, protect, and defend the Constitution, section 619
will be considered of no farce or effect unless and until the
ruling of the Dietrict Court 18 reversed by the Supreme Court.

RONALD REAGAN :

THE WHITE HOUSE,
September 22, 1988,
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